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A 'thobe' (singular of thiyaab) is something that is worn as a garment; it can be a normal garment
and an outer garment. (11:5; 18:31; 22:19; 24:58; 24:60; 71:7; 74:4; 76:21). A 'thobe' is primarily a
garment worn by men but when applied to women (classically) it is usually referred to as a long
garment reaching to the feet with wide sleeves and is usually worn over other garments. It can
function as an outer garment and can be worn as a cloak, robe or gown.

“The basic body shirt was the gamis (from late Latin camisia). 14 Like so many items of
Islamic attire, it was worn by both sexes. It ranged from mid-thigh to full length and could
have long or short sleeves. The opening for the neck was round unlike the square-cut thawb
and could either be slit down the front or not. Just as in the Arab world today, the gamis was
frequently worn by children as their sole garment..."

"Any variety of robes or tunics might be worn over the gamis. These include the thawb
which in addition to being a long- or short-sleeved gown was also a general word for
garment (the plurals thiyab and athwab designate clothes in general) and fabric, since many
garments were no more than a piece of cloth (shigga)." [1]

[1] STILLMAN. Y.K, Arab Dress - A Short History - From the Dawn of Islam to Modern Times, Edited by Norman
A. Stillman, Themes in Islamic Studies, Volume 2, Revised Second Edition 2003, Brill, Leiden - Boston 2003,
Introduction, 1 — Pre-Islamic Arabia and the Early Umma, Page 11-12. Cited Note: 14 Cf. Jerome, Epistola LXIV,
11; and also Thesaurus Linguae Latinae lll (B. G. Teubner: Stuttgart and Leipzig, 1907), p. 207, and the sources
cited there from the fourth through early seventh centuries.

There is some implied synonymy of a ‘thobe' (or at least some overlap) with a 'jilbab' (33:59) which
also functions as a gown or an outer garment, especially if considered in light of the outer garment
which elderly women have been given the option to discard (24:60).



For example, please note in the references below where the same lexicon authority may describe

both terms in similar ways (for e.g. a dress or gown)

REFERENCE A:

oy taud pl. LU fiydd, o1l atwad
garment, dress; cloth, material ; (fig.) garb,
outward appearanoce, guise, cloak, mask;
pl. o clothes, clothing, apparel

[2] WEHR. H, A Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic, Edited by J.Milton Cowan, 3rd Edition, Spoken Languages Services

Inc. 1976, Page 108
Highlights marked in red on the lexicon excerpt are my own insertions. They have no bearing on the original text other than
they emphasise relevance to the topic at hand. These are merely illustrations and have solely been utilised for educational

and explanatory purposes.

s 7ilbdd pl. - jalabib? garment,
dress, gown; woman’s dress

[3] WEHR. H, A Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic, Edited by J.Milton Cowan, 3rd Edition, Spoken Languages Services
Inc. 1976, Page 129



REFERENCE B:

THOBE

garment; dress, robe, gown; suit, costume; cloth, s
fabric, material, garb, cloak, guise, covering, ex-
ternal appearance

clothes, clothing, apparel, attire, garments -

[4] AL MAWRID - A Modern Arabic-English Dictionary. Dr. Rohi Baalbaki, Dar El-llm Lilmalayin, Seventh Edition 1995,
Page 404.

Highlights marked in red on the lexicon excerpt are my own insertions. They have no bearing on the original text other than
they emphasise relevance to the topic at hand. These are merely illustrations and have solely been utilised for educational
and explanatory purposes.

JILBAB
TN
a - 1 =
gown, loose garment el os tolds Ol

[5] AL MAWRID - A Modern Arabic-English Dictionary. Dr. Rohi Baalbaki, Dar El-llm Lilmalayin, Seventh Edition 1995,
Page 426.

Highlights marked in red on the Iexicon excerpt are my own insertions. They have no bearing on the original text other than
they emphasise relevance to the topic at hand. These are merely illustrations and have solely been utilised for educational
and explanatory purposes.

REFERENCE C:

THOBE

J"-—* a* \ \J v »7
Dross, 3wl < gy
garment, cloth. Act.mns, deeds

[6] WORTABETS Arabic English Dictionary, Page 59



JILBAB

Wide g*- z \-..4 . -.....-Ur.-
outer garment of a wuman :

wrapper
4 -

[7] WORTABETS Arabic English Dictionary, Page 73

REFERENCE D:

THOBE

' o

we A garment, (M, Mgh, Msgb, K,) [or piece
\of cloth or stuff,] that is worn by men, composed
“of linen, cotton, wool, fur, ;d.. [q. v.], (Mgh,
Msb,) silk, or the like; (Msb;) but [properly]
' not what s cut out of several pieces, such as the
 shirt, and trousers, or drawers, &c.; (Mgh;)

| [lhough often apphed to a shirt or shift (‘_,n”i or
CJ:) and to a da= &c. :] it seems to be so called

because the wearer returns to it, or it to the
wearer, time after time: (Mgh:) [also a garment
worn by women and girls over the shift; (see

|8 - [ 4
:a.L-;l ;) app., a8 in the present day, a long gonn,

|reachm_q to the feet, with very mide sleeves :] pl.
'..,.ﬁ,.: [the p] m" mult.] (T, S, M, A, Mgh, Msb,

K) and ...,.:t,.;l [a }:I of pauc.] (S M, Mﬁb K)




® 8-

— Bometimes, g’ is
uscd metonymically to signify 1A thing [of any
hind] that veils, covers, or protects: as in the
saying of a poet,

. 420863 e Ol '
. ool eI e 323 .
(Like the means of protection adopted by Ihn-
Deed : he protected them by it, and closed the
way against the passengers]. (TA.) Ibn-Beed

[8] LANE. E.W, Edward Lanes Lexicon, Williams and Norgate 1863; Librairie du Liban Beirut-Lebanon 1968, Volume 1,

Page 362
Highlights marked in red on the lexicon excerpt are my own insertions. They have no bearing on the original text other than
they emphasise relevance to the topic at hand. These are merely illustrations and have solely been utilised for educational

and explanatory purposes.

-

GiiXs, M, K, and Ham p. 923) and 135 !

.!;p‘-

(M, K) and ¥ 3555, ($,° M,) or ¥ 55535, (K))
A garment of the kind called ;)0 worn by a
young girl: when a girl attains to the age of
puberty, she is clad with a (M:) ora
small shirt for a little girl : or worn beneath the
:ﬁ (K:) or the 3.;;{ 18 @ garment without
slecves, worn by a bride and by a little girl :
(M:) or a smmll shirt or shift, worn beneath
the <93 ; and also worn by little girls : (S:) or
a garment of which the sewing is not complete :

e - .8

[9] LANE. E.W, Edward Lanes Lexicon, Williams and Norgate 1863; Librairie du Liban Beirut-Lebanon 1968, Volume 1,
Page 62



Highlights marked in red on the lexicon excerpt are my own insertions. They have no bearing on the original text other than
they emphasise relevance to the topic at hand. These are merely illustrations and have solely been utilised for educational
and explanatory purposes.

JILBAB

e (5, A, Mgh, Msb, K, &c.) and Yool ;
(K;) the latter mentioned as an ex. of form i)y
Sb, and thought by Seer to be syn. with the
former, but not explained by any one except the
author of the K; masc. and fem.; (TA;) 4

[woman’s outer wrapping garment called) i te
($:) or this is its primary signification; but it is

[10] LANE. E.W, Edward Lanes Lexicon, Williams and Norgate 1863; Librairie du Liban Beirut-Lebanon 1968, Volume 1,
Page 440

REFERENCE E:

THOBE

Ly -

el

plur. of :.:_;3 Raiment.

[11] PENRICE, J, A Dictionary and Glossary of the Koran 1873; Reprint 1991 Adam Publishers & Distributors, Delhi, Page
26



JILBAB

= T0 put on a :.:Li-— """".’,i;' (2nd declen-
gion) plur. of > A large outer covering

. worn by women.

[12] PENRICE, J, A Dictionary and Glossary of the Koran 1873; Reprint 1991 Adam Publishers & Distributors, Delhi, Page
28

REFERENCE F:

THOBE

s £db, a robe, toga, garment.

[13] CAMERON. D. A, AN ARABIC-ENGLISH VOCABULARY, London, Bernard Quaritch, 15 Piccadilly, 1892, Page 38

JILBAB

il o Sl julbib, plo jald-
beeh, smock worn by fellaheen
men and women, and generally
ealled  galdbiya.”

dplls  jaldbiye, vulgar form of
Judbab,

[14] CAMERON. D. A, AN ARABIC-ENGLISH VOCABULARY, London, Bernard Quaritch, 15 Piccadilly, 1892, Page 45



REFERENCE G: (MULTIPLE LEXICONS)

THOBE
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[15] SOURCE [Online] http://www.baheth.info/all.jsp?term=<3-i [Accessed] 28th December 2011
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[18] KITAB AL-AYN, Dar Al-Kotob Al-ilmiyah, Beirut-Lebanon, Page 250

Highlights marked in red on the lexicon excerpt are my own insertions. They have no bearing on the original text other than
they emphasise relevance to the topic at hand. These are merely illustrations and have solely been utilised for educational
and explanatory purposes.



REFERENCE H: (ILLUSTRATIONS)

Even today, the modern understanding of a woman's thobe is seen in a manner somewhat
congruent with it's classical definition. Depending on region, its style invariably differs.
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